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message from the PRESIDENT

The 2010 Conference ‘season’ has been eventful, 
with ISSS support of “Seed Ecology III” in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, USA, in June, and The 3rd ISSS Work-

shop on the molecular aspects of seed dormancy and 
germination, which was held in York, UK, in July. Reports 
on both these meetings are featured in this Newsletter. At 
the Utah meeting, our President-Elect, Bill Finch-Savage 
convened the AGM of the ISSS. His report on this AGM is 
also featured in this Newsletter. The ISSS is also a regular 
supporter of selected ISHS meetings: this year we spon-
sored a mini-symposium, “Molecular profiling of microbial 
communities associated with seeds”, which took place at 
the International Horticultural Congress in Lisbon, in Au-
gust. Reporting by Greg Welbaum on this event is also 
featured in this Newsletter.

Of course, the topic of immediate interest is the forth-
coming ISSS Conference I’m sure that Renato de Castro, 
who, along with his local organising committee, is steer-
ing the event, will endorse my including here, an invitation 
from me to this major happening in the calendar of the 
international community of seed scientists.

“On behalf of the Executive of the ISSS, the President-
Elect, Bill Finch-Savage and I have pleasure in inviting 
your participation in the 10th International Conference on 
Seed Science, to be held in Salvador – Costa do Sauípe, 
Bahia, Brasil, during April 10–15th, 2011.

The Local Organising Committee, together with the 
Scientific Committee, have arranged a stimulating pro-
gramme of topics which are sufficiently wide-ranging to 
provide instructional and interesting presentations of 
interest to all seed scientists. Themes will include de-
velopment, maturation, dormancy, germination, stress 
tolerance, biodiversity and germplasm conservation, bio-
technology, and will embrace all aspects, from ecologi-
cal through physiological to molecular. A further planned 
theme involves the industrial uses of seeds. Also, for the 
first time, we are ‘joining hands’ with the International 
Seed Testing Association (ISTA) who, with the Brazilian 

Seed Technology Association (ABRATES), will be offering 
a special session aimed at bridging the unnecessary gap 
which is essentially artificial, between seed science and 
technology. 

Renato de Castro and his team are also arranging an 
exciting programme of social events, so encouraging in-
formal interactions among participants, who will be repre-
senting the ‘seed community’ from all corners of the globe.
We look forward to meeting all our members – established 
and new – and take this opportunity to welcome your par-
ticipation.”

The ISSS Executive invites one senior, and one up-
and-coming younger, seed scientist to present the Alfred 
Mayer and Michael Black Founders’ Plenary Lectures 
at our triennial conferences. I am pleased to report that 
Drs Roberto Benech-Arnold (Argentina) and Steve Pen-
field (UK), respectively, have accepted the invitations to 
present these prestigious lectures at the 2011 meeting in 
Brasil.
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Left, Roberto Benech-Arnold and right, Steve Penfield.
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From the ‘home front’, so to speak, Norman Pam-
menter and I are involved in advising on the design of a 
new 100-cell conductivity meter, which is the upgrade of 
the CM-100, with which some of you are familiar. The new 
unit, has a built-in touch screen and is stand-alone, not 
being ‘hitched’ to a PC which might become obsolete as 
it is superseded by new operating systems. With the new 
unit, one will simply transfer data to a flash drive (memory 
stick/pen) in a standard CSV format compatible with Ex-
cel and other software. More information is available from 
info@reid.co.za.

May I exert a ‘President’s privilege’ of reminding ISSS 
members passionate about matters dry and wet, that the 
next ‘Desiccation Workshop’ (International Workshop on 
Desiccation-Sensitivity and -Tolerance in Seeds and Veg-
etative Plant Tissues) is scheduled for January 8th – 13th, 
2012. The meeting will be held at the Aloe Ridge Hotel 
& Game Reserve situated in heart of the World Heritage 
Site, The Cradle of Humankind (which is the site of some 
of the earliest-known hominid finds).

Finally, it seems that being in the business of seeds 
is not all that low-key. When attending a meeting (having 
nothing to do with seeds) at the International Conference 
Centre in Hyderabad, India, a concurrent event was the 
wedding celebrations which we were told were those of 
the son of one of that country’s major seed exporters, and 
his bride. The photo (below) shows the splendour of the 
venue being set up while we conference attendees were 
less elegantly accommodated!

Pat Berjak

meeting REPORTS
2010. June 20-24. Seed Ecology III. Salt Lake City, USA.

Seed Ecology III, organised and chaired by Dr. Su-
san Meyer, was attended by 109 researchers, with 
about a quarter being students, from 29 countries. 

Six technical sessions occurred over three days, each 
starting with a plenary lecture on the theme of the session. 
In total, there were 52 oral presentations and 52 posters 
representing a broad spectrum of topics in seed ecology. 
Student awards went to Bram D’hondt (Ghent University, 
Belgium) for best oral presentation and Jacqueline Betsch 
(Arizona State University, USA) for best poster presenta-
tion.  A mid-conference field trip toured montane vegeta-
tion up to subalpine (2700 m elevation). Then, participants 

glimpsed Utah’s seed industry in three phases: research 
propagation of wild plants for seed production, seed col-
lection and cleaning facilities, and large-scale seed stor-
age (up to 600,000 pounds of seed) and land preparation 
and seeding equipment.

A comprehensive meeting report on Seed Ecology 
III has been published in Current Science, an open ac-
cess journal of the Indian Academy of Sciences by Shyam 
S. Phartyal (H.N.B. Garhwal University, India), Rup Ku-
mar Kar (Visva-Bharati University, India) and Jeffrey 
Walck (Middle Tennessee State University, USA). The 
meeting report can be obtained at http://www.ias.ac.in/
currsci/10oct2010/870.pdf.  Additional pictures of the 
meeting can be seen at http://www.seedecology3.org/.  

Shyam Phartayal, Rup Kumar Kar, Jeffrey Walck

2010. July 18-21. 3rd ISSS Workshop on the Molecular As-
pects of Seed Dormancy and Germination

Hosted by the University of York, UK in July 2010. 
Approximately 110 delegates from six continents 
took part. The quality of the presentations was ex-

ceptionally high and reflected the growing impact of seed 
biology on international plant science, and our growing 
understanding of what must surely rank as one of the 
most challenging problems in plant physiology. A poster 
session was also added into the format, and this enabled 
everyone to present their data for discussion in a true 
workshop style. Experimental systems ranged from model 
systems to crop plants, agricultural weeds and common 
herbs. The meeting began with a reception in the Long 
room of York Art Gallery was held in the centre of the his-
torical walled city and this meant that between sessions 
everyone was treated to the unique British medieval ar-
chitecture that York has to offer.
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upcoming MEETINGS

Stephane Compant’s talk was entitled “Bacterial En-
dophytes of Flowers, Fruits and Seeds of Grapevine: 
Identification, Localization, Functions, Differences with 

Seed Microbiology Seminar featured speakers, pictured left to 
right, Stephane Compant, Esperanza Martinez-Romero, and Monica 
Ponder.

other Plant Parts and Prospects for Utilization”.  Stephane 
reviewed evidence of endophytic communities colonizing 
reproductive organs determined by analysis of 16SrDNA 
or fluorescence in situ hybridization microscopy, which al-
lowed bacterial visualization.  These techniques revealed 
major differences in microbial subcommunities among 
grape plant organs. Seeds inside fruits have specific bac-
terial communities in comparison to communities from 
flowers or fruits.  Symbiotic bacteria colonizing plant re-
productive organs such as seeds, fruits or flowers can 
have specific functions related to plant growth. Due to 
the secretion of specific metabolites that promote plant 
growth, members of these bacterial endophytic communi-
ties have potential for use as bacterial inoculants to im-
prove agricultural productivity.

Monica Ponder’s interests in plant microbial ecol-
ogy focuses on the spread of human bacterial pathogens 
during vegetable production.  The research described in 
her talk entitled “The Development of the Spinach Phyl-
loepiphtyic Bacterial Community from Seed through Ma-
ture Leaf Stages” described the transmission of bacteria 
from seeds to mature spinach plants. Little is known about 
bacteria associated with seeds and the contributions of 
the seed to the phylloepiphytic bacterial community.  Me-
tagenomic analysis using pyrosequencing detected phyl-
losphere bacteria that previously evaded detection and 
study using conventional techniques.  Bacterial phylloe-
piphytic communities were compared from seeds, cotyle-
dons, 2-3 leaf stage, and 6-8 leaf stage plants. The bacte-
rial phylloepiphtyic communities are more phylogentically 
diverse, than observed using culturing methodologies. 
The phyllosphere communities were affected by the de-
velopment stage of the plant, increasing in species rich-
ness as the plants developed. Sequences detected from 
spinach seeds were also detected in cotyledons, 2-3 leaf 
stage, and 6-8 leaf stage plants, indicating that bacterial 
species from seeds prevail throughout plant development. 
Phylogenetic analysis of the phyllosphere 16s rDNA se-
quences revealed diverse genera including growth pro-
moting bacteria such as: Burkholderia, Bradyrhizobia and 
Frankia that were isolated from the seeds and leaves from 
the three plant development stages. This suggests that 
plants have adapted to transfer bacteria, which benefit 
plant propagation by seed. 

Greg Welbaum

2011. April 10-15. 10th Conference of the International 
Society for Seed Science. Salvador–Costa do Sauipe, 
Bahia, Brazil. 

Please visit the website, www.seedscience2011.
com.br for up-to-date information. The dead-line for 
submission of abstracts is February 8th 2011. Work 

may be presented in oral or poster forms. Abstracts will be 
published in Abrates Journal (Brazilian Seed Technology 
Association). 

Early-bird registration has been extended until April 
1st 2011. Participants from Brazil, Latin America, and 
other developing countries will have part of the registra-
tion fee subsidized by sponsors from public and private 
sectors.

The conference was sponsored by the New Phytol-
ogist Trust and NPZ Lembke and organised by Steven 
Penfield, Ian Graham and Judith Mitchell. It is proposed 
that the next meeting in the series will take place in 2013, 
hosted by Prof. Christophe Bailly in the centre of Paris, a 
meeting that I am sure will be a similar success.
Steven Penfield

2010. August 22-27. 28th International Horticulture Con-
gress. Lisbon, Portugal.

T Summary of the Molecular Profiling of Microbial 
Communities Associated with Seeds Monday Au-
gust 23, 2010.  Sponsored by ISHS and ISSS.

The seed program at the International Horticulture Con-
gress in Lisbon, Portugal consisted of an oral session 
with three invited presentations on Seed Microbiology, six 
short presentations, an oral session on Seed Biology and 
Technology, and a poster session.  The oral session on 
Seed Microbiology highlighted new research on microbial 
seed transmission using novel genetic-based techniques 
to detect nonculturable organisms that until recently evad-
ed detection. Dr. Esperanza Martinez-Romero’s talk was 
entitled “Seed-Borne Endophytes: Diverse Communities 
with Possible Roles in Germination or Defence”.  Dr. Mar-
tinez-Romero’s review focused on seed transmitted endo-
phytes. Endophytes are microbes that migrate into the de-
veloping seed, survive seed maturation and desiccation, 
and efficiently re-colonize seedlings after germination.  
Endophytes receive nutrients from the host plant and a 
favorable environment for proliferation.  In return, the en-
dophytes produce a number of beneficial compounds in-
cluding phytohormones such as cytokinins and other com-
pounds such as ureases as part of a complex symbiosis. 
Endophytes may confer resistance to plant pathogens. 
Seed variability in endophytic content has been reported 
and may be advantageous if different endophytes confer 
resistance to a limited group of pathogens.  Acinetobacter 
and other endophytic bacteria solubilize phytate, the most 
important reserve of phosphate in bean seeds. 
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news from around the WORLD
China and Japan

There were ~90 participants at the Workshop on 
Seed Science & Technology and Seed Industry De-
velopment in China held on September 26–29 at 

Xinjiang Agricultural University, Sinkiang. The workshop 
highlighted the recent advances in seed science and tech-
nology and the hot issues in seed production and in teach-
ing in seed science and technology. The workshop topics 
included: seed development and seed production, seed 
dormancy and germination, seed longevity, seed stress 
tolerance, seed biotechnology, and teaching in seed sci-
ence and technology.

The workshop was sponsored by the Crop Science 
Society of China, and was co-sponsored by Xinjiang Ag-
ricultural University. The organizing committee was com-
posed of Professor Dengyuan Wang, Professor Jusong 
Zhang, Professor Shubing Shi, Mrs Xiumei Wang and Mrs 
Yuehua Yu.

Songquan Song

Contact: F&B Events Email: seedscience2011@fbeven-
tos.com Phone/Fax: (55) 43 3025-5223

2011. September 25-30. 23rd Asian-Pacific Weed Sci-
ence Society Conference. The Sebel Cairns, Queens-
land, Australia. 

The theme for APWSS 2011 is “Weed management 
in a changing world”. We invite you to submit an ab-
stract on one or more of the following sub-themes:

•Threats and risks in the Asian-Pacific region
•Sustainable weed management in the Asian-Pacific re-
gion
•Weed solutions for the Asian-Pacific region
•Economics of weed control in the Asian-Pacific region

Super Earlybird registration rates are now available. 
So book now to reserve your place. Sponsorship and 
Trade Opportunities. Website: http://www.apwss2011.
com/

Participants at the Workshop on Seed Science & Technology and Seed Industry Development in China, September 2010.

North America

First offering of Seed Business 101TM short course 
a success! UC Davis Seed Biotechnology Center 
successfully conducted its first Seed Business 101 

course.  The Seed Business 101 course was created with 
input from industry executives to accelerate the careers 
of promising new employees. By selecting and sponsor-
ing employees to attend this course, companies acknowl-
edge past performance and invest in accelerated profes-
sional development. The course also offers invaluable 
insights and perspective to seed dealers and companies 
offering products and services to the seed industry, in-
cluding seed treatments, crop protection, seed enhance-
ment and technology, machinery and equipment, etc.

The goal of Seed Business 101 is to enhance each 
participant’s career performance and help them avoid 
costly mistakes. The course is designed to focus on op-
timum operations of the five major functional areas of a 
seed company: Research and Development, Production, 
Administration, Operations, and Sales and Marketing.

Nineteen participants representing 13 diverse 
seed industry companies attended the five day 
course, November 15-19th at the Harris Moran Re-
search Center in Davis.  Distinguished seed indus-
try leaders Maurice Smith, Pieter Vandenberg and 
Gary Whiteaker presented a dynamic course based 
on their 110 years of cumulative industry experience.   

Participants gained a cross-departmental knowl-
edge of best practices for profitability within the in-
dustry, with the goal of enhancing the career per-
formance of participants while helping them avoid 
costly mistakes.  This course was extremely valu-
able for everyone involved, with great industry knowl-
edge shared by the instructors and guest speakers.  
”It was an excellent course and I had an outstanding expe-
rience working on my assignments with other members of 
the seed industry.  The class covered excellent material, 
very well organized and it was relevant to my work.  I defi-
nitely recommend this class to anyone working in the seed 
industry” said Nicholas Rios from Sakata Seed America.
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Julie McElhaney, US Agriseeds said, “Seed Business 101 
is a course that would benefit anyone in the seed indus-
try.  It lets you explore each department and ties them 
together to show you how important each employee is to 
the company.  The course not only teaches you about the 
seed industry but inspires you to be a better employee.”

Enrollments are being accepted for January 17-
21, 2011 class scheduled for Boise, Idaho, and Feb-
ruary 14-18, 2011 in Yuma, Arizona.  Participation is 
limited for each course to ensure the integrity of the 
program.   Additional information and registration de-
tails can be found at http://sbc.ucdavis.edu or by con-
tacting Mike Campbell at mlcampbell@ucdavis.edu. 

Seed Biology, Production and Qual-
ity course. February 16-17, 2011.
This unique, 2 day course is designed for pro-

fessionals in the seed industry, crop consultants, and 
growers to update and expand their current knowledge. 
Participants will learn fundamental and specialized in-
formation on topics including seed development, pro-
duction, harvesting, testing, conditioning, enhancement, 

Thank you to all the contributors to this edition of the 
ISSS newsletter. Please send articles for inclusion 
in the newsletter to f.hay@cgiar.org or to your re-

gional representative. Contact details for your regional 
representative, as well as for other members of the ISSS 
Executive Committee, can be found online at www.kew.
org/isss

note from the ISSS newsletter 
EDITOR

storage, pathology, and quality assessment. Instructors 
include: Dr. Derek Bewley (University of Guelph, Cana-
da), Dr. Henk Hilhorst (Wageningen University, The Neth-
erlands), Dr. Hiro Nonogaki (Oregon Sate University, 
Corvallis), Dr Robert Gilberson (University of California, 
Davis), Deborah Meyer (California State Seed Laborato-
ry), and Dr Kent Bradford University of California, Davis). 

Discounted rate for early registration: $550.00 
USD. After January 7 2011, $650.00 USD. 
For more information, contact jmartins@ucdavis.edu or 
visitsbc.ucdavis.edu.

Participants of the Seed Business 101TM Course.
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minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING June 21, 2010.

The ISSS AGM this year was held on June 21st 2010 during the Seed Ecology III meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
USA. The meeting was chaired by President-Elect Bill Finch-Savage and the agenda items below were adopted 
and discussed. Minutes of the previous 2009 eAGM were discussed and accepted without change. Bill delivered 

the Presidents report in her absence and in turn the Secretary (John Dickie), Treasurer (Ken Thompson) and Editor in 
Chief of Seed Science Research (Henk Hilhorst) presented their reports in person. These reports are appended below. 
The next AGM will be held during the 10th Triennial Conference in Brazil 10-15 April 2011, and the most up to date in-
formation about the conference was presented. 

Following the formalities of the AGM there was a wide ranging discussion on several topics including ways in which 
the society’s web site could be kept more current and improved in the longer term. For example, it was suggested 
that abstracts of ISSS meetings could be added to the website as a permanent record. There were also offers of help 
with the website going into the future. John Dickie, as secretary agreed to take these ideas away and investigate their 
practicability. There was also discussion about how to increase membership and to make it easier for people to join. 
With this in mind it was felt that linking subscriptions to conference fees would, and indeed has in the past increased 
membership. The suggestions discussed were subsequently passed onto the organisers of the Brazil Conference.  The 
meeting ended with a very useful discussion with younger members of the society about how our meetings could be 
improved for them, and again this was passed on to the organisers of the Brazil meeting. These ideas included: a “get 
to know you” gathering of younger attendees near to the start of the meeting (possibly a breakfast meeting) with some-
thing to encourage interaction; addition of further workshops on fast moving topics, as tested at the Poland meeting; and 
a mechanism to aid younger attendees to meet experienced scientists in their subject area. It was clearly felt that our 
meetings are very friendly, and by the end, younger attendees therefore felt relaxed and confident enough to join in fully 
and interact with experienced researchers. However, it would be good to reach this relaxed point as early as possible 
during the meeting.

Bill F-S

Agenda
1. Adoption of the agenda
2. Discussion concerning the lack of response to the previous e-AGM 
3. President’s Report
4. Secretary’s Report
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Report from the Editor of Seed Science Research
7. Information about the 10th Conference of the ISSS
8. Any other business

President’s Report
The period between the 2009 AGM (e-AGM) has been relatively quiet in terms of matters of interest and concern to ISSS 
Members. However, what has transpired has been admirably summed up by Fiona Hay in the April Newsletter (no. 17). 
Notable among these events was the announcement to Members of the Honorary Life Membership conferred on Derek 
Bewley for his extraordinary service to the ISSS, particularly during the term of his presidency. Derek continues his input 
as an advisor to the Executive, and his opinions and advice are highly valued. 

There is a spate of meetings coming up where the ISSS interests will be a focus, which therefore have received spon-
sorship by the Society:
• The ISTA Seed Symposium (June 16th – 18th) to be held in Cologne, Germany, includes a session, Basic ap-
proaches to physiological processes in seeds, being held in collaboration with the ISSS and chaired by Gerhard Leub-
ner.  (See also the 10th Conference of the ISSS, below.)
• Another of the ISSS-sponsored meetings, of course, is Seed Ecology III to be held in Salt Lake City, Utah, USA, 
at which the 2010 AGM of the ISSS will be convened by our President-Elect, Bill Finch-Savage, and for which this is the 
President’s Report. Seed Ecology III will run from the 20th to the 24th of June and the ISSS AGM is scheduled to take 
place after the lectures on Monday 21st. 
• As part of the 28th International Horticultural Congress in to be held in Lisbon, Portugal in August (22nd –  27th), 
the ISSS and ISHS are co-sponsoring a seminar entitled, Molecular profiling of microbial communities associated with 
seeds. (Refer to the ISSS Newsletter, no. 17, for web-site details for this event.)
• During the intervening period, the ISSS 3rd Workshop on the molecular aspects of seed dormancy and ger-
mination is to be held in York, UK: the dates for this meeting are July 18th – 22nd, with more details including the web 
address available in the ISSS Newsletter no. 16. 

An item that should be noted is the change in scheduled date for logistical reasons of The 12th International Symposium 
on Pre-Harvest Sprouting in Cereals (12thISPHSC). This will be held between July 24 to 27, 2011 and NOT 2010. The 
venue of the symposium will be at Red Deer, Alberta, Canada.
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For us as Members, the major forthcoming highlight will be the 10th Conference of the ISSS. This not-to-be-missed 
event is scheduled for the period April 10th – 15th 2011, in Brasil, at the Costa do Sauípe Grande Hotel. This is an eco-
resort hotel complex located ~100 km from Salvador (and ~75 km from the airport) on the northern coast of the State of 
Bahia. Our ISTA representative, Alison Powell, together with Françoise Corbineau, have been liaising with the organiser, 
Renato de Castro, for the inclusion of an ISTA-related session aimed at presenting the potential synergy between seed 
science and technology for the mutual benefit of both the scientists and the more technologically-inclined. The possibil-
ity of this ‘gap-closing’ exercise was discussed at the Olsztyn conference, and is now set to materialise.  As mentioned 
previously, there are tangible benefits to be had from narrowing the gap between seed science sensu stricto, and the 
technological aspects of seed handling. 

In addition to the flyer (see Newsletter no. 17), further details and information about the 10th ISSS Conference, includ-
ing details about types of accommodation and costs, are presented in the information provided by Renato de Castro for 
this AGM. 

A report by Henk Hilhorst, the Editor-in-Chief of our official journal, Seed Science Research, forms part of the documen-
tation for this AGM. However, I want to highlight an exclusive benefit for members of the ISSS in being able to access 
the key papers in the journal free of charge. Furthermore, e-mail alerts of the table of contents are available on signing 
up, allowing access to articles as soon as they are published on-line.

There is a matter (excerpt from Newsletter no. 16) on which members might like to comment prior to the July 18th – 20th 
meeting (Molecular aspects of seed dormancy and germination) in York: 

“At the Fargo meeting a suggestion was made to Bill Finch-Savage about merging future Plant Dormancy Symposia 
(which are not connected with any umbrella organisation) with the ISSS. However, when this suggestion was referred 
back to the Executive, there was consensus that we need to keep our focus on seeds and not diversify into other struc-
tures like buds and a spectrum of animal and microbial organisms (which has been suggested in the dormancy arena).”

Bill undertook to raise the matter at the York meeting, so comments and opinions will be welcome: send them to Bill (Bill.
Finch-Savage@warwick.ac.uk), CC’d to me (berjak@ukzn.ac.za).

On the matter of membership renewals, please check to see if you (or any of your colleagues) need to act. I need also 
to remind members that registration for the 10th ISSS Conference in Brasil will be at a discounted rate, relative to that 
for non-members. May I also remind you of the ‘4-y membership for the price of 3’ deal that is offered by the ISSS, and 
that bona fide students joining the ISSS do so for half of the cost. Details of payment are to be found in Newsletter no. 
17. Regional representatives especially (but not exclusively), are encouraged to go on a ‘membership drive’, which can 
only strengthen our Society.

Referring again to Newsletter no. 17, please take not of Secretary John Dickie’s appeal for assistance with the Society’s 
website. Help is urgently needed!

This report must mention the passing of two stalwarts of Seed Science, César Gómez-Campo (5th September, 2009) 
and A.C. (Carl) Leopold 18th November, 2009). There are illuminating tributes to them respectively, by Elena González-
Benito (Newsletter no. 16) and Christina Walters (Newsletter no. 17), which embody a warmth seldom found in clinical 
obituary notices.

In conclusion, thanks are due to various members of the Executive for their pro-active roles, and particularly to Fiona 
Hay, for the excellent Newsletters she continues to produce.

Pat Berjak, June 2010

Secretary’s report, including Membership Report
The number of ISSS members stands at 251 (on 7 April, 2010), compared with 255 in 2009, and 250 in 2008 (June, prior 
to Olzstyn meeting). This tends to confirm the view presented in the 2009 Secretary’s Report (eAGM) that the current 
stable ceiling for membership appears to be around 240-260. ISSS conferences promote ephemeral increases, as a 
result of attendees joining in order to benefit from reduced registration fees. Such a short-lived ‘blip’ was a particularly 
noticeable feature around the Olzstyn meeting in 2008, and may be predicted for Brazil in 2011. At the time of compiling 
this report, analogous figures for Seed Ecology III (Utah), are not available; but previous experience suggests that such 
temporary increases would be more modest than around ISSS triennial conferences. Total numbers of members vs. 
year are shown in the table below.
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Year Membership (no.) Event
2001 159
2002 219 ISSS Salamanca
2003 193
2004 204 Seed Ecol 1 (Rhodes)
2005 274 ISSS Brisbane
2006 243
2007 269 Seed Ecol 2 (Perth)
2008 383  (250, part year) ISSS Olzstyn
2009 255
2010 251

Years continuous membership No. of members Percent ‘surviving’
1 (since ’09) 233 93
2 (since ’08) 224 89
3 (since ’07) 153 61
4 (since ’06) 121 48
5 (since ’05) 116 46
6 (since ’04) 95 38
7 (since ’03) 82 33
8 (since ’02) 71 28
9 (since ’01) 60 24

Some idea of underlying stability in the membership is given in the following table, which shows how many, and what 
percentage of the current 251 individual members have been members continuously for 1, 2, …,9 years respectively.

Following a relatively steep decline between years 2 and 3 (related to transient membership around the Olzstyn meet-
ing?), the apparent membership ‘half life’ of 4 years may reflect in part 4-for-3 year subscription deal, though this has 
not been available for the whole life of the society. Beyond that, attrition has been relatively slow; and around a quarter 
of existing members have been so since the Society was formed in 2001.

A major benefit of ISSS membership used to be reduced subscription prices for Seed Science Research, the official 
journal of the society, now published by Cambridge University Press. Frustratingly there has been little real progress on 
this in the last year; and it has still not been possible to finalise a satisfactory deal with CUP. During Autumn 2009 the 
Editor in Chief of Seed Science Research, the Treasurer and the President Elect visited CUP to discuss other matters, 
but were able to raise this as well. While little substantive negotiation was possible on the day, the ball is now firmly in 
CUP’s court, and we expect them to make their position clear in the near future.  

On the positive side, another benefit of ISSS membership is a 20% discount on books published by CABI. This contin-
ues and CABI no longer need ISSS members to quote a member reference number when ordering by phone or email. 
CABI Customer Services Department say that members will now only need to let them know that they are ISSS mem-
bers and they will receive a 20% discount right away. More details on these offers can be found on the ISSS website on 
the ’Membership’ page.  

Finally, there is an important issue, which the President and I have both raised already. The Society’s website is in need 
of updating, in terms of looks and functionality, as well as regular content updates. The Executive Committee is looking 
at the possibility of commercially available products that would also include an online membership management facility 
(a great advance for both Secretary and Treasurer). However, there is more investigation to be done, and such facilities 
may ultimately be beyond the Society’s budget. Meanwhile, the Executive Committee is keen to hear from any members 
with the skills and time to help out with either or both a site make-over and regular content updates.

John Dickie, 6 June 2010
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Treasurer’s Report
Income and expenditure for the period 01 April 2008 to 31 March 2009

INCOME £ EXPENDITURE £
Subscriptions 7266.47 USDA Plant Dormancy Symposium, Fargo ND 1000.00
Royalties on Seeds: Biology Development and Ecology 1795.83 Credit card and other bank charges 104.20
Interest 309.06
Total income 9371.36 Total expenditure 1104.2
Excess income over expenditure 8267.16
Brought forward from previous year 26372.77

Balance carried forward 31 March 2009 34639.93

Compared with 2007-08, subscription income was up, partly because of the many new members recruited at the Olsztyn 
Symposium, and there was some book royalty income. We also made fewer charitable payments than last year, and 
both these factors contributed to a large increase in our balance over the year.
Our income from bank interest was lower this year, and looking forward we can expect this income to be very low next 
year, owing to the collapse in bank interest rates. Our bank charges will also be substantially higher next year; the paper-
based credit card processing we have used hitherto is now obsolete and has been replaced by a web-based system, 
which is more expensive.

Ken Thompson

From the Editor-in-Chief Seed Science Research
It is now almost 2 years since I took over from Marc Cohn and a number of changes, related to our journal, have now 
been effectuated. Most importantly, we have implemented Editorial Manager as an electronic means of submission and 
reviewing of manuscripts, as well as the centre of editorial activities. It is already clear that Editorial Manager consider-
ably shortens the processing time of manuscripts. Papers accepted for publication are now published on-line ahead of 
allocation to a printed issue of SSR and may then be cited by doi.

Despite these important changes, as well as full support of our publisher (Cambridge University Press) in terms of edi-
torial back up and advertising, the Editorial Board is struggling hard to attract sufficient numbers of acceptable manu-
scripts. Many of the submitted manuscripts are of insufficient quality whereas a large portion of manuscripts is not within 
the scope of Seed Science Research. Since the introduction of Editorial Manager, in March 2009, the acceptance rate 
has been around 10%. 

As indicated in last year’s report, there is consensus among the editors and publisher to adjust the Aims and Scope of 
the journal to the many new developments in the seed community. The Editorial Board agreed on including aspects of 
seed research related to seeds as commodity, changing the official Aims and Scope of Seed Science Research to: 

“Seed Science Research is an international journal that publishes original papers, as well as reviews and opinion pa-
pers, dealing primarily with the fundamentals of seed research with emphasis on the physiology, biochemistry, molecular 
biology and ecology of seed development, dormancy and germination. The importance of seeds to propagation, food, 
biofuel and biodiversity is of increasing interest and therefore submissions on seed genetics, seed biotechnology, seed 
treatment and seedling establishment are especially encouraged if they are novel and ‘seed driven’.”
 
I would like to ask all ISSS members to advertise for our journal as much as possible, particularly now with the broad-
ened scope. Since SSR is a specialty journal it will never attain very high impact factors, but it has a solid reputation of 
publishing high quality papers that are well cited. 

Henk Hilhorst


