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7th INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON DESICCATION SENSITIVITY  
AND TOLERANCE ACROSS LIFE FORMS 

 
Aquila Private Game Reserve, South Africa 

11–15th January, 2016 
 

Interest in the phenomenon of desiccation tolerance and sensitivity across life forms 

has grown noticeably over the past two decades, and is likely to continue growing in 

the future. To cater for this interest, six previous International Workshops have been 

held in South Africa, the inaugural meeting being in 1994. A guiding principle of 

these Workshops has been to hold them at sites removed from the hustle and bustle 

of large cities, so that the delegates have time and opportunity to interact and relax 

in each other’s company. This principle will also guide the 7th Workshop, and the 

organisers have made a provisional booking at the Aquila Private Game Reserve 

situated in the Western Province, near Cape Town, South Africa.  

 

Though the first four Workshops concentrated on plants – seeds and vegetative 

tissue, last two Workshops have had papers on desiccation-tolerance in animals. 

Hence, this workshop is expected to have cross-disciplinary interaction and will 

address this phenomenon across life forms. If you have zoological or microbiological 

colleagues involved in the study of desiccation, we would welcome your forwarding 

this circular to them.  Presentations (oral and/or poster) on aspects of desiccation 

tolerance and sensitivity ranging from molecular to ecological will be welcomed. 

 

We are currently updating the website of this Workshop, and as soon as this has been 

completed we will circulate the address. 

 

There still are a few seats for registration available if anyone is interested. If you are 

interested in attending, please contact the organizers via email (deswork@ukzn.ac.za) 

immediately. 
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Presentations 
 

Papers can be presented as both oral and posters. In order to facilitate as much 

discussion as possible, oral presentations should not exceed 20 minutes. Poster 

presentations will be programmed to facilitate discussion with the authors.  For both 

the oral papers and posters, after communication of a group of related 

presentations, time adequate for wide-ranging discussion will be allocated. 

 
Workshop Venue 
 
The venue for the workshop will be the Aquila Private Game Reserve 

(http://www.aquilasafari.com), 2 hour’s drive from Cape Town, South Africa.  Aquila 

is a bio conservancy of flora, fauna and energy.  The vegetation is comprised of 

fynbos, succulent Karoo and extremely rare Renosterveld plants (typified by extreme 

drought resistance) and was once the favourite hunting grounds, as demonstrated in 

the rock art found in the reserve, of the ancient KhoiSan hunter-gatherers. The 

reserve is home to numerous African wild animals, including the big 5 (lion, 

elephant, Cape buffalo, leopard and white/black rhino) and have a rescue and 

rehabilitation (leopard and lion) and breeding (cheetah) programs established.   Your 

registration package includes a guided safari game drive, which can be on 

horseback, quad-bike or in Safari vehicles.  

 

The accommodation is rated four star and boasts all the features associated with an 

exceptional safari lodge. Thatched chalets contain all modern conveniences 

(including air-conditioning), a bath room and private outdoor shower, with views over 

the reserve guaranteed to include wild life coming and going.  There are 2 large 

swimming pools, each with a pool bar, overlooking the reserve. The Boma 

Restaurant offers a large selection of African-based halaal cuisine.  There is a 

prayer room for Muslim visitors. Added luxuries include a luxury African Spa, Cigar 

Bar and Staffed playground/crèche facilities.   

 

The reserve has a conference centre (air conditioned) with two breakaway rooms, 

situated away from the bustle of other human based reserve activities.   

Conference Facilities 

Conference Costs: 

The Conference Registration fee (below) includes: 

 Transport to and from Cape Town International Airport  

 Accommodation 

 Three meals and morning and afternoon refreshments per day 

 One game drive 

 Conference registration 

 
 
 
 

http://www.aquilasafari.com/


 

 

School of Life Sciences, University of KwaZulu-Natal - Westville Campus 
 Durban, 4001, South Africa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Payment Details:  
 
Payment for the Workshop venue is required in advance, thus we require 50% of your 

payment by 1st June 2015 and the remainder by 1st November 2015. An invoice will be 

sent to those who would require it for payment.  

Direct (bank-to-bank) transfer is the preferred method of payment.  The details for that 
are: 

Account Name: Desiccation Workshop  

Account No.:     60087371569 

Bank:      First National Bank 

Branch:    Davenport 

Branch No.:    220226 

Address:    64 Brand Road, Davenport, Durban, 4001 South Africa. 

Swift Code:    FIRNZAJJ762 

 

Please ensure that when payment is effected your details are specified, in order to 
determine by whom the payment was made. 

Bankers’ drafts or bank cheques (not personal cheques) are also acceptable, and should 
be made payable to:  THE DESICCATION WORKSHOP.   

Other Information 

General:   

Public health standards are very good and there will be no shortage of any modern 

conveniences.  The power supply is 220 – 240V, 50 – 60 Hz.  This means that 110V 

appliances such as hair dryers (with the exception of electric razors, for which suitable 

power points are usually available) will not work.  We will endeavour to provide the 

 ZAR (South African Rands) 
SINGLE SHARING 

Workshop Delegate 12 000.00 8500 

Student Delegate 11 000.00 7500 

Accompanying person 12 000.00 8500 

Conversion rates as on Oct 26, 2014 
South African Rand (ZAR) 1.00 ZAR Inv. 1.00 ZAR 

Euro 0.072 13.851 

US Dollar 0.091 10.931 
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necessary adaptors, plugs, etc for anyone bringing personal electrical appliances with 

them that operate on 210 – 240 V. 

Credit cards, etc.:  
 
All major international credit cards are accepted almost anywhere in the country.  The 

most widely accepted are Visa, MasterCard and American Express.  Automatic bank 

tellers (ATMs) and a Foreign exchange branch are to be found in the town not far from the 

resort.   

Medical Insurance:   

It is advisable to avail yourself of one of the medical insurance policies that are especially 

designed for travellers.  Any reputable travel agent will have details of such schemes.  

The workshop venue is far removed from any malaria areas.  If, however, you wish to 

travel before or after the conference, your travel agent should advise on whether anti-

malarial medication should be taken. 

Climate:   

The Workshop is to be held during January, which is high summer. The climate is, 

however, generally mild but daytime temperatures can be high. Evenings should be 

pleasant to cool.  Afternoon thunderstorms are common and these can reduce the 

temperature.  The average daytime temperature is 28°C and the minimum temperature is 

approximately 17°C. 

Letter of Invitation:   

 
Should you require a letter of invitation to expedite leave or for conference grant 

allocations etc. from your place of employment and also for visa applications, please let 

the conference organisers know nearer to the time.  

 

 

The Deswork Team  

 

Prof. Norman Pammenter – Chairman, Organising Committee 

Prof. Jill Farrant 

Dr. Sershen Naidoo &  

Dr. Boby Varghese 

Dr. Keren Cooper 
 

Email: deswork@ukzn.ac.za 
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