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To use an aptly descriptive word, the latter half of 2008 seems to have been a rather dormant phase in the 
realms of activities to do with seed science! The net cast to our Executive and Regional Representatives for 
news of interest, brought in a few items only, so I thought, to brighten up the bleak mid-winter scene in the 
Northern Hemisphere, I’d provide a cheerful, strictly pictorial account of the inflorescence and fruit of one 
of our recalcitrant-seeded species, Barringtonia racemosa, which brightens up our mid-summer, December 
scene! 

Left Inflorescences: the flowers open in the late after-
noon now, in mid-summer. A squadron of bees arrives 
simultaneously!

Below All that effort for a one-night stand! The whole 
androecium abscises in the early morning, as seen 
here for a white-flowered individual.
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Nevertheless, there are a few, less frivolous items of interest to report! 

Firstly, it’s a pleasure to report that Henk Hilhorst (of Wageningen University, The Netherlands) has suc-
cumbed to gentle pressure and accepted the position of Editor-in-Chief of Seed Science Research. Henk has 
some good ideas about increasing the scope of our journal – which I’ve left for him to elaborate. Suffice it to 
say that, although Henk is sure to find the job arduous, he is sure to do a first-class job. I’m sure that I echo 
the sentiments of the membership in expressing our confidence in Henk, and offering support wherever pos-
sible – especially in submitting interesting and topical manuscripts, and in undertaking to return MS reviews 
promptly.

On the matter of Seed Science Research, we are no further forward in ascertaining whether (or not) CUP 
will offer a discount to ISSS members, but our Secretary, John Dickie, with Treasurer Ken Thompson are to 
pursue this actively. I hope that we’ll have a positive response from CUP to report in the next Newsletter. Both 
Ken and John ‘gently reprimanded’ the CUP for initially not displaying SSR at the AGM of the British Ecologi-
cal Society last August: as a result this was rapidly remedied.
 
The French sub-set of seed scientists is an active entity, and Françoise Corbineau reports a meeting, Graines 
2009, planned for June this year in Paris. This meeting, being organised jointly by Françoise and Christophe 
Bailly of the Université Pierre et Marie Curie, Paris 6) and P. Grappin and L. Rajjou (INRA-AgroParis Tech), 
includes the themes, seed development; germination, domancy and ageing; seed biodiversity and ecophysi-
ology; uses of seeds for foods and non-food products; as well as seed production, technology and biotech-
nology (molecular farming …). Some of these themes represent a healthy move in the direction of bridging 
the Science/Technology divide.
 
In a similar vein, it is exciting that Brigitte Hamman of Syngenta in Switzerland, who is our Corporate Rep-
resentative, reports that they held a symposium involving a spectrum of seed scientists. Invited participants 
included Françoise Corbineau (who is committed to bridging the gap between seed scientists and the indus-
try), Gerhardt Leubner (our Regional Representative for Western Europe and Scandinavia), Peter Halmer 
(our immediately-previous Corporate Representative), Dennis Egli, John Grove, John Burris, Hiro Nonogaki, 
as well as the new Editor-in-Chief of SSR, Henk Hilhorst.

Continuing on the theme of the seemingly separate worlds of Seed Science and the Seed Industry, I am con-
cerned that the General Manager of the South African National Seed Organisation, SANSOR, Walter Loub-
ser, reports that in South Africa the industry is having the greatest difficulty in attracting seed/plant scientists. 
To paraphrase Walter’s concerns, it seems that (locally at least) there is an over-production of biotechnolo-
gists, and a severe shortage of graduates interested in seed breeding, who should be the foundation of seed 
improvement. He sums the situation up as a lack of recruits having a sound basis in the plant sciences – and 
seed science in particular – as well as in genetics. Walter has a further concern – which is a point I made in 

Left Fruits, each containing just one hyper-
trophied, recalcitrant embryonic axis.
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the last Newsletter – and that is that employers in the seed industry (as well as in other, related industries) 
are neither familiar with, nor even aware of, scientific research and development of considerable potential 
relevance, if not directly linked to agricultural science applications. Here is a further example of the unhealthy 
scenario of the divide between seed science and the industry, which is to be initially addressed via a panel 
discussion at the 20th Congress of SANSOR to be held in Durban later this year. It would be a good step 
forward if communication could be initiated among those of our membership who have similar concerns, as 
some of the problems seem to be common across the Globe. (Walter Loubser’s e-mail address is genman@
sansor.co.za)

On the matter of meetings, Dolores Rodriguez, a member of the ISSS Executive, has let us know of several 
meetings to be held in Spain and Portugal: aside from the ISSS-sponsored meeting on Seed, Transplant 
and Stand Establishment (Murcia, Spain) scheduled for October this year, others of interest include “Future 
trends in phytochemistry in the global era of agri-food and health: A young scientists’ meeting” also in Murcia, 
in May; the 2nd EMBO Conference on plant molecular biology, “Frontiers in Plant Research” being held in 
Cadiz in May; and the 28th International Horticultural Congress in August 2010 in Lisbon. 

As a concluding item – what has past-President Mike Black (one of the foundation stones of both the ISSS 
and SSR) been doing in so-called retirement? Well …… in the soon-to-be published English translation of 
John Ray’s Methodus Plantarum Nova, Mike has supplied a commentary on Ray’s seed biology, and he re-
ports that plans are afoot to do the same for Malpighi’s Anatome Plantarum. A further point of interest is that 
the first edition of the Encyclopedia of Seeds: Science, Technology and Uses, edited by three of our mem-
bers, viz. Michael Black, Derek Bewley and Peter Halmer was a best seller and is sold out! A second printing, 
with minor corrections, is now available.

Pat Berjak

message from the new editor-in-chief Seed Science Research
After a decade of dedicated commitment as Editor-in-Chief of Seed Science Research, Marc Cohn has 
passed the baton to Henk Hilhorst. Henk will take up his duties as of January 1, 2009. 
The board of Associate Editors now consists of Julia Buitink, Bill Finch-Savage, Hiro Nonogaki and Ken 
Thompson while Derek Bewley will be the Reviews Editor for the coming three years. 
Apart from changes in the Editorial Board, the journal will change in appearance (don’t worry, the orange 
cover will remain orange) and will adopt an electronic submission system through Editorial Manager. Also, 
the scope of the journal will be broadened.
The Editorial Board and the Publisher, Cambridge University Press, are confident that our journal will re-
main a vital source of scientific communication for the seed science community and beyond.  
For more details see the Editorial in the March issue.

Henk Hilhorst

seed Qs
Mike Holdsworth sent in the link to this website which is looking for the 100 most important questions 
facing plant science. Please could ISSS members try and submit some seed related questions. It might even 
influence your future funding!
http://www.100plantsciencequestions.org.uk/index.php

upcoming meetings and workshops
Meetings sponsored (in whole or in part) by ISSS
2009. June 8-11. 4th International Plant Dormancy Symposium. Fargo, North Dakota USA. This symposium 
is the fourth in a series following those in Oregon USA, 1995; in France, 1999; and in The Netherlands, 
2004. Its goal is to bring together experts and stakeholders in a forum for exchange of information on dor-
mancy in plants, development of collaborations, and sharing of ideas on plant dormancy mechanisms in 
vegetative buds, seeds, and other meristems from a variety of experimental plant systems ranging from ag-
ronomic, horticultural, and tree crops to model plants and weeds. For detailed information go to http://www.
plantdormancy.com. 
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2010. July 18-21. 3rd Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination. York, UK. Con-
tact: Dr Steven Penfield. Tel/fax: +44 1904 328755 Email:sdp5@york.ac.uk

Meetings of interest to ISSS members (not sponsored by ISSS)
2009. April 5-8. 1st International Symposium on Cryopreservation in Horticultural Species. Leuven, Bel-
gium. This event will be co-organized by the Catholic University of Leuven, the International Society for 
Horticultural Science (ISHS) and COST Action 871, CRYOPLANET of the European Science Foundation. 
Leuven ( http://www.leuven.be/showpage.asp?iPageID=2721 ), a college town and home to the Catholic 
University of Leuven (founded in 1425), is centrally situated in Belgium and very close to historical cities 
including Brussels (30km), Antwerp (70 km), Ghent (100 km) and Bruges (130 km). For more information: 
Contact Bart Panis ( bart.panis@biw.kuleuven.be ).
Website:   http://www.agr.kuleuven.ac.be/dtp/tro/ISHSplantcryo/ 

2009. June 4-5. Graines 2009. Paris, France. Organized by l’Equipe Physiologie des Semences and le 
Laboratoire de Biologie des Semences. Themes: Grain development; Germination, dormancy and longev-
ity of seeds; Seed biodiversity, ecology and ecophysiology; Food and non-food use of seed; Production, 
technology and biotechnology of seeds.  http://www.gnis.fr/files/graines2009colloque.pdf

2010. June 16-18. ISTA Seed Symposium 2010. Application and improvement of established and advanced 
technologies in seed testing. Cologne, Germany. ISTA has published the First Call for Papers for the 29th 
ISTA Seed Symposium, full details of which can be found on the ISTA website (www.seedtest.org). The 
symposium will be made up of five oral sessions (see below) and two poster sessions, each of 2 hours, 
covering the same topics. Each oral session will be chaired by a lead speaker who is well known in the field 
of seed science and technology.  
Members of ISSS will know from Pat Berjak’s report in the most last ISSS Newsletter, both ISSS and ISTA 
are keen to encourage greater collaboration between the two organisations. Such collaboration could well 
be the way in which much basic research could be taken forward to have real practical application. To 
further this aim, ISTA has for many years included an ISSS collaborative session within its symposium, 
chaired by an ISSS member. At the 29th symposium, this session will be chaired by Gerhard Leubner and 
we hope that ISSS members will be able to support this session, either through the submission of papers or 
attendance at the symposium. Abstracts of proposed papers should be submitted online through the ISTA 
website, where further information on the topics considered within each session and submission deadline 
dates and procedures can also be found.
Session 1: Technologies for improved seed supply. Chair / lead speaker: PK Agrawal (International Seed 
Consultant), India
Session 2: Aspects of purity: genetic, technical and physical. Chair / lead speaker: E Noli (University of 
Bologna), Italy
Session 3: Basic approaches to physiological processes in seeds (ISSS collaborative session). Chair / lead 
speaker: G Leubner (University of Freiburg), Germany
Session 4: Approaches to the evaluation and improvement of germination. Chair / lead speaker: J Léchap-
pé (GEVES), France
Session 5: Assessment and improvement of seed performance in practice. Chair / lead speaker: S Mat-
thews (University of Aberdeen), United Kingdom

ISTA Workshops
For detailed information click on the following link and select the event of interest: http://www.seedtest.
org/en/workshop.html 
2009. April 6-10. Seminar on Statistics in Seed Testing. Aussonne, France.
2009. April 18-21. Seed Vigour Workshop. Mashhad, Iran.   

Seed Technology Master Class
�009. October �6-�9. Wageningen, Netherlands. This intensive four day course will cover a broad range of 
subjects related to seed technology. The course in intended for both commercial and academic seed technol-
ogists to upgrade and broaden their knowledge to enable strategic decisions in seed technology research and 
development. The previous courses were very well received by participants. Course co-ordinators: Steven 
Groot and Henk Hilhorst. More information can be found on the Wageningen Seed Centre web site: www.
seedcentre.nl. 
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news from members around the world
Africa
August 2005 saw the launch of the African Union/New Partnership for African Development (AU/NEPAD) 
Consolidated Plan of Action for Science and Technology which incorporates a programme focused on ex-
cellence in plant genetic resources/seed banking. Acting on this, the Director of the Southern African Net-
work for Biosciences (SANBio), Prof. Luke Mumba, convened a taskforce with the objective of developing 
a five-year regional project to enhance the capabilities of conservation and sustainable utilisation pf plant 
genetic resources in southern Africa. The members of the task force were drawn from Zambia (the location 
of the SADC Plant Genetic Resource Centre), South Africa, Malawi, Zimbabwe and Lesotho. After inten-
sive working sessions, a proposal, Enhancing capabilities of conservation and utilisation of plant genetic 
resources in the SADC region (2009 – 2014) was compiled, the drafting phase having been generously 
sponsored by South Africa’s Department of Science and Technology. In addition to upgrading seed stor-
age facilities at the SADC Plant Genetic Resources Centre in Lusaka, Zambia, and at the regional national 
facilities, the proposal embraced introduction of a variety of modern technologies. 

Norman Pammenter

editor’s note
The next issue of the newsletter will be in October. Please send any news, general interest items, etc. to 
your regional representative (contact details can be found on the ISSS webpages at http://www.kew.org/
isss) or directly to me (f.hay@kew.org) by the end of September.

Fiona Hay


