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1st call for papers

The 30th ISTA Seed Symposium, to be 
held in Antalya, Turkey from 12 to 14 June 
2013, will cover a wide range of seed relat-
ed topics including:
– Genetic conservation
– Seed pathology
– Habitat regeneration
– Seed germination and dormancy
– Seed quality and plant breeding
– Application of molecular markers
– Seed quality evaluation
– Seed physiology and stress responses

This is the fi rst invitation to people inter-
ested in presenting a paper during the Seed 
Symposium of the 30th ISTA Congress un-
der the theme:

Evaluation of seed quality: a key 
step in exploiting the benefi ts 
of plant breeding and genetic 
conservation

The symposium will be made up of fi ve 
oral sessions (see below), and two poster 
sessions, each of 2 hours, covering the same 
topics. Each oral session will be chaired by 
a lead speaker who is well known in the 
fi eld of seed science and technology.

Intending participants are encouraged to 
present oral and poster papers dealing with 
a range of topics under the above theme. 
The research reported in offered papers 
can cover both the scientifi c basis of as-
pects of seed quality and its technological 
application in seed testing. In all sessions, 
we welcome papers on tropical and tem-
perate crop species, wild species, fl owers, 
trees and shrubs, including species with 
potential for use in plant breeding and in 
habitat regeneration.

Submission of papers:

Offers of papers should be submitted 
online only (www.seedtest.org/ss2013) in 
the form of an abstract in English of 1600 
characters (maximum). Papers will be 
presented orally and in poster form, both 
forms having equal status. As the number 
of oral presentations will be limited by 
time constraints, oral presentation of your 
paper may not be possible and you may be 
asked to present your paper as a poster.

Deadlines

19 October 2012: Deadline for submission 
of all papers; papers will be selected for 
presentation by the symposium con-
venor and a small scientifi c committee. 

Authors of papers considered for oral 
presentation will be contacted for further 
information on experimental results, ad-
ditional to the abstract.

5 November 2012: Authors informed 
whether papers submitted for poster 
presentation have been accepted.

10 December 2012: Authors informed 
whether papers have been accepted for 
oral presentation. Authors of papers not 
accepted for oral presentation will be in-
vited to present their work as a poster.

8 February 2013: Deadline for payment of 
registration fee by authors of accepted 
oral papers. If  the presenter of an oral 
paper has not registered, the paper will 
be replaced in the programme.

 Deadline for acceptance of an invita-
tion to present an offered oral paper as 
a poster.

8 March 2013: Deadline for payment of 
registration fee by authors of accepted 
poster papers. If none of the poster au-
thors has registered by this time, it will not 
be possible to present the poster and the 
abstract will not be published.

Funding

Authors of proposed papers are encour-
aged to explore possible sources of fund-
ing for their attendance at the symposium 
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as early as possible. ISTA cannot offer any 
fi nancial support to authors of papers. How-
ever, a letter of acceptance of a paper for 
oral presentation (subject to funding) can 
be provided to assist in funding applica-
tions from early December 2012; letters of 
acceptance of poster papers can be provid-
ed on request from early November 2012. 

Session topics

Session 1: Role of quality evaluation in 
seed production
Chair and Lead Speaker: Francisco Kryz-
anowski, Brazil

Multiplication of new cultivars; mainte-
nance of genetic purity; environmental and 
maternal effects on quality; production 
and processing; conventional and organic 
seed production; epidemiology and model-
ling; seed treatments.

Session 2: Seed storage for commercial 
use and genetic conservation
Chair and Lead Speaker: Robin Probert, UK

Seed collection and handling effects on 
germination and longevity; seed moisture 
content and water activity; storage condi-
tions in relation to quality; orthodox and 
recalcitrant seeds, identifi cation of quality 
traits in non-crop species

Session 3 (ISSS collaborative session): 
Physiological, biochemical and molecular 
markers of seed quality
Chair and Lead Speaker: Françoise Cor-
bineau, France

Stress and desiccation tolerance, genom-
ics, proteomics, development and matura-
tion, regulation and induction of dorman-
cy, germination; seed longevity; disease 
resistance

Session 4: Advanced methods in seed 
quality evaluation
Chair and Lead Speaker: Beni Kaufman, USA

Automatic and computer based meth-
ods; image analysis; DNA-based methods; 
variety identifi cation; purity analysis; seed 
pathology; germination

Session 5: Evaluation and improvement 
of physiological quality
Chair and Lead Speaker: Alison Powell, UK

Evaluation of germination and vigour; 
seed quality in relation to fi eld establish-
ment, transplant production, land recla-
mation / regeneration; response to stress 
(e.g. pathogens, drought, salinity, soil 
contaminants).  

Poster Sessions
Chair: Hulya Ilbi, Turkey

Posters will be presented on topics from 
all the above oral sessions. 


