
President’s Report 2015 
 
 
Our last AGM was held at our 11th triennial Seed Conference in Changsha (China) on 
September 19th 2014, and I apologize that it was not possible to hold an AGM during 
the 1st Seed Longevity Workshop in Germany. In addition, one of the reasons for the 
delay in holding an eAGM was because of some problems concerning the website 
which did not allow correct interaction between members of the Society. 
 
Since our last meeting in China, we have put in place the following workshops: 

- The first Workshop on Seed Longevity organized by Andreas Börner in 
Wernigerode (Germany), 5-8 July 2015. The topic of the event was “Seeds for 
Future Generations – Determinants of Longevity”. For the first time we were 
able to bring together international leading experts on seed science and seed 
banking/conservation. In total 212 participants from 44 countries did attend 
the meeting. I deeply thank Andreas and his team, for this successful meeting. 
The second Seed Longevity Workshop will be organized by Christina Walters 
in Fort Collins (USA), in 2018. 

- The 5th Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination 
which will be held May 31-June 3, 2016 in Vancouver (Canada).  The local 
Organizing Committee has been set up by Allison Kermode, and the congress 
website will be available in December 2015.  

- The 5th Workshop on Seed Ecology will be held in Brazil in 2016, organized 
by Fernando Silveira. 

- The 12th ISSS Conference on Seed Biology will be organized by Kent 
Bradford, in Davis or Monterey (California, USA) in September 2017. 

 
We have also sponsored the 7th International Workshop on Desiccation Sensitivity 
and Tolerance in Seeds and Vegetative Tissues organized by J. Farrant and N. 
Pammenter, and which will be held next 11-15th January, 2016 in South Africa.  
 
This workshop is dedicated to Patricia Berjak who passed away in January 2015. She 
was President elect (2005-2008) and President (2008-2011) of the ISSS of whom she 
was an Executive member from 2005.  Patricia will be greatly missed by us all and by 
the seed biologists throughout the world. I will personally always remember her love 
of science and her sense of humour. 
 
Members of the ISSS were also involved in the organization of various national 
meetings or in seed science sessions at various international meetings  (SEB conference 
in 2016; Seed Quality for the Future in Angers on December 2-3, 2014; ISTA Seed 
Symposium; etc …). 
 
There are a number of issues for which it will be good to have an open discussion, for 
example: 

- How to improve the communication inside the Society?  It would be important 
to be able to send an alert reminder about national and international events on 
seed science on the website. 

- How to continue the excellent job of Fiona Hay in editing the ISSS Newsletter?   
- How to be able to constitute the ISSS member list with professional address, 

mail, and the research topics for each member?  



 
 
Finally I would like to thank Henk Hilhorst our President Elect and editor of Seed 
Science Research, Peter Toorop, our Secretary, Steven Penfield, our Treasurer, our 
executive committee and our representatives for their involvement.  
 
I look forward to meeting the membership face to face at our next AGM that will be 
held at the 5th Workshop on the Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination 
in Vancouver (Canada) in June 2016. 
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