
President’s Report 2016 
 

 

Since our last e-AGM in December 2015, the ISSS has organized the following 

meetings: 

 

- The 5th Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Germination and Dormancy from 

May 31 to June 3 in Vancouver (Canada), organized by Allison Kermode. The 

quality of the scientific program was excellent although the number of 

participants was less as expected. 

- The 5th Workshop on Seed Ecology in Brazil in September 2016, organized by 

Fernando Silveira. Our AGM will be held during this meeting in the presence 

of H. Hilhorst (ISSS President Elect) and P. Toorop (ISSS Secretary).   

 

The society has also sponsored: 

 

- The 7th International Workshop on Desiccation Sensitivity and Tolerance in 

Seeds and Vegetative Tissues organized by N. Pammenter and J. Farrant, in 

Aquila (South Africa) 11-15th January 2016.  

The workshop was dedicated to Patricia Berjak who passed away last January 

2015. Patricia was an Executive member (from 2005), President elect (2005-

2008) and President (2008-2011) of the ISSS.  As usual, the program was 

excellent in a wonderful South African environment. 

 

Members of the ISSS were also involved in the organization of various national 

meetings or in seed science session at various international meetings  (SEB conference 

in 2016; ISTA Seed Symposium in Tallinn (Estonia);  etc). 

 

One of the major aims for the ISSS was to close the gap between seed scientists and 

technologists. During each General ISTA meeting, the Seed Symposium includes a joint 

session between ISSS and ISTA. In the 31th ISTA Congress (Tallinn, Estonia, 15-17 

June 2016), the ISSS collaborative session “Cellular and molecular methods and new 

approaches to seed quality determination” was chaired by myself and Julia Buitink (as 

key speaker, ISSS member), and the overview of the symposium was done by A. 

Börner. (ISSS member).  

As President I would like that a collaborative session, initiated during our last ISSS 

general meeting in Bahia (session 9) will be organized during our next Conference (12th 

ISSS Conference) on Seed Biology organized by Prof. Kent Bradford, in Davis 

(California, USA). 

 
There are a number of issues for which it will be good to have an open discussion. From 

the last e-AGM we have not advanced on : 

- How to improve the communication inside the Society ? An alert reminder about 

national and international events on Seed Science on the website should be 

important. 

- How to continue the excellent job of Fiona Hay in editing the ISSS Newsletter?  

The representatives should be more active. 

- How to be able to constitute an member’s annuaire informing on the 

professional address, mails, and key-words informing on the research topics of 

each members?  



 

Finally I would like to thank Henk Hilhorst our President Elect, Peter Toorop, our 

Secretary, Steven Penfield, our Treasurer, our executive committee and our 

representatives for their involvement.  

 
 
Françoise Corbineau 
ISSS President 


