
ISSS-AGM during Plant Dormancy Conference, Kyoto (Japan) 
Minutes-of-Meeting - Annual General Meeting ISSS, October 25, 2018 
 
Attendants: Henk Hilhorst, Steven Penfield and Gerhard Leubner as three Exec members, 
plus ca. 20 ISSS members 
 
1. Adoption of the agenda - OK 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the AGM 2017: unanimously approved 
 

3. AGM President Report 2017 
 
President Henk Hilhorst provided report based on powerpoint file. The President-Elect Julia 
Buitink has temporarily taken over his duties. The Executive Committee have been dealing 
with some important issues, including: 
- the new European Privacy Law (General Data Protection Regulation, GDPR),  
- discussing how we can service our members in a better way,  
- closing our Facebook account, etc.  
Also we have started to discuss possibilities to set up a program for Travel Grants to aid 
students in coming to ISSS Meetings. Alternatively, we may provide more relevant/less 
marginal subsidies to ISSS meetings.  
 
Topics for (near) future:  
- Final decision on details of travel grant and congress subsidy programs;  
- Improvement of communication with and among ISSS members: updating the ISSS web 
site, starting regular emailing to members, (re)activate ISSS Twitter account; 
@IntlSeedSciSoc. This twitter account is now in use. 
- Streamlining of the scheduling of the ISSS Workshops and Meetings; Try out of new 
structure for ISSS meetings, for example theme based and providing Chair Persons freedom 
to compose a session. This could be a good way to attract seed researchers currently not 
attending our meetings. 
- Assigning more concrete duties to our regional representatives: see discussion later 
 
4. AGM Secretary Report 2017 

Secretary George Bassel has stepped down, report was provided.  
The ISSS has currently 156 members, the goal should be to double this. 
Steven provided a compliance report for the GDPR which is the secretary's responsibility. An 
ISSS Data Protection Procedure assessing the personal data stored is in place; a risk 
assessment is required for sending data outside the EU. 
To utilise the regional representatives for regional data will complement this good policy. 
 
5. AGM Treasurers Report 2016-2017 
The Treasurer Steven Penfield reported that the closing balance (1st April 2018) of the ISSS 
account was £31867. Credit card payments cause costs and the HSBC bank account fees, 
but are important for paying the memberships fees. Income is mainly from membership fees. 
Low membership fees allow only minor support of conferences as expenditure. Report and 
budget were approved by the AGM. 
 
6. Seed Science Research SSR Editorial Report 2017 
4 Special issues; IF 2.03; Eiji Nambara replaced Peter Toorop’s position as Associate-editor. 
 

7. Nominations and appointments 
Elected executive board members: Secretary Louise Colville, Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew (UK), from April 2019 onwards 
 



Appointed executive board members: Laura Bowden, Science and Advice for Scottish 
Agriculture, Official Seed Testing Station for Scotland, Edinburgh, United Kingdom  (UK) will 
replace Dolores Rodriguez (ES), also supports our ISTA relationship 
 
Appointed regional representatives:  
- Irfan Afzal, University of Agriculture Faisalabad, Pakistan representing the Middle East 
- Tomasz Andrzej Pawłowski, Institute of Dendrology of the Polish Academy of Sciences, 
Warsaw, Poland, replacing Elwira Sliwinska, for Eastern Europe and Russia 
- Hui Huang from the Germplasm Bank of Wild Species, Kunming Institute of Botany, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, replacing Song-Quan Song for China and Japan 
 

8. GDPR - see points 3 and 4 
 

9. Increase of funding ISSS meetings to support young scientists 
- Case-by-case decision to support young scientists by increased funding (currently only 
£1500) of ISSS meetings. To achieve this we need to increase membership fees: 
- To enable this it is required to increase the membership fees which are low (Individual £20, 
Retired £15, Student £10, Cooperate £200 per year) and have not been increased since 
long.  
- Increase of membership fee for Individual (currently £20) to £50 per year by keeping the 4 
years for 3 option - vote: unanimously approved.  
 
POST-MEETING AMENDMENT: 
The Executive Committee proposes to gradually increase the annual fees over the next 
years, with an increase to 30£ by the end of September 2019 after the registration closes for 
the 6th ISSS Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination. 
 
- No increase of membership fee for Students (currently £10) - vote: unanimously approved 
- Excec decides on funding of meetings case-by-case - vote: unanimously approved 
 
Discussion about ISSS and supported meetings in the field: Rather too many meetings.  
- Proposal to have the General ISSS meeting every two years and in the alternative year 
one of the specialised workshops. > Exec to discuss and decide on this. 
- Proposal for Back-to-back meeting of Seed Dormancy Molecular Aspects and Seed 
Ecology. This should be connected in a way that 1 trip is possible to attend both meetings, 
they should be in close proximity (not necessarily same country, but same continent) and 
timely separated by a weekend only. > Exec to discuss and decide on this. 
- Some of these changes will need to be made to the ISSS docs, principally the procedures 
for allocating funds for meetings will need to be updated. > Exec to discuss and decide on 
this. 
 
10. Upcoming Meetings 
- 6th Workshop on Seed Ecology, July 29- August 2, 2019, Regensburg, Germany. 
- 6th ISSS Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination, 22-25 
September 2019, Hoorn (or another Seed Valley Location), the Netherlands 
- ISSS Triennial Meeting 2020 in Brighton, UK: 1st or 2nd week of September, organised by 
Hugh Pritchard, Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew. 
 

11. Any other Business 

- Discussion on assigning more duties to regional representatives, includes the that they 
have access to data of members from their region and conduct Twitter for region and are 
members of scientific committee of ISSS supported conferences in their region. Some 
measures were discussed to help the regional representatives to promote the society: 
Access to Twitter. Providing a measure under GDPR to allow them to access details of 
regional members. Vote on this unanimously approved this. 



 
- Requirement that secretary appoints someone (from the Exec) to take the minutes of 
meeting if he/she is not present. 
 
Kyoto-2018 minutes: Gerhard Leubner  
 


