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Since the 11th triennial ISSS conference in China in September 2014, the ISSS 

Executive Committee has organized and put in place the following meetings: 

 

- The first Workshop on Seed Longevity organized by Andreas Börner in 

Wernigerode (Germany), 5-8 July 2015. The topic of the event was “Seeds for Future 

Generations-Determinants of Longevity”. In total 212 participants, experts on seed 

science and seed banking/conservation, from 44 countries did attend the meeting. 

Christina Walters proposed to organize the second Seed Longevity Workshop in Fort 

Collins (USA), in 2018-19. 

- The 5th Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination held 

in Vancouver (Canada), 31 May-3 June 2016, and organized by Allison Kermode. 

The scientific program was excellent although the number of participants was less as 

expected.  The next meeting will be organized in the Netherlands under the auspices 

and supervision of Wageningen University in collaboration with Syngenta in 2019. 

The organization is actually in discussion 

- The 5th Workshop on Seed Ecology held in Caeté (Minas Gerais, Brazil), 21-25 

August 2016, and organized by Fernando Silveira. Around 90 scientists participated 

the meeting, which was great. Peter Poschlod (University of Regensburg, Germany) 

offered to organize the next Seed Ecology meeting in 2019. 

- The 12th triennial ISSS Conference on Seed Biology organized by Kent Bradford, 

in Monterey (California, USA), 10-14 September 2017. 

I thank all the organizing and scientific committees, and particularly, Alison, Andreas, 

Fernando and Kent for their great work. It is difficult to add new workshops in the 

future, and it would be important that no redundancy occurs between meetings. 

 

The Society has also sponsored: 

- The 7th International Workshop on Desiccation sensitivity and tolerance in seeds 

and vegetative tissues organized by Normann Pammenter and Jill Farrant, in 

Aquila (South Africa), 11-15th January 2016. As usual, the program was 

excellent in a wonderful South African environment. The workshop was 

dedicated to Patricia Berjak, ISSS President Elect from 2005 to 2008 and then 

President until 2010, who passed away last January 2015.  

 

Members of the ISSS were also involved in the organization of various national 

meetings or in seed science session at various international meetings  (Seed Quality for 

the Future in Angers (France), 2-3 December 2014; SEB conference in Brighton (UK), 

4-7 July 2016; ISTA Seed Symposium in Tallinn (Estonia), 15-17 June 2016; etc). 

 

There have been several changes in the executive officers since 2014, Peter Toorop, 

Steven Penfield and Chris West have taken their position respectively as Secretary, 

Treasurer and nominated member of the Executive Committee. We have asked for 

nominations for the next President Elect and a new Secretary, Peter Toorop being not 

able to continue because of his new job. I thank Georges Bassel to have accepted to 

replace Peter and I am delighted to announce that Julia Buitink will assume the position 

of President Elect at the start of the next triennium after the AGM validation in 

Monterey.  

 



Regarding the next ISSS triennial meeting, we received 4 proposals, 3 from Europe: C. 

Bailly from Paris (France), A. Börner from Gatersleben (Germany) and H. Pritchard 

from Kew (UK), and 1 from Australia (J. Barrero from CSIRO Agriculture and Food, 

Camberra). After Brazil, China and USA, the Executive Committee decided that the 

next ISSS triennial General Conference comes back to Europe, and after a ballot, will 

support the H. Pritchard’s proposal.  

  
As President, one of my objectives was to maintain the relationship with the 

International Seed Testing Association (ISTA) in order to close the gap between seed 

scientists and seed technologists. During each General ISTA meeting, the Seed 

Symposium includes a joint session between ISSS and ISTA, and a collaborative 

session is organized during the ISSS triennial Conference from the 10th ISSS 

Conference in Bahia. During the 31th ISTA Congress in Tallinn (Estonia, 15-17 June 

2016), the ISSS collaborative session “Cellular and molecular methods and new 

approaches to seed quality determination” was chaired by Julia Buitink (as key 

speaker, ISSS member) and by myself. During our next 12th Conference on Seed 

Biology in Monterey (USA), I am pleased that a session on “Seed scanning systems” 

will be co-organized and co-sponsored by ISTA. 
 

There are a number of issues for which we have not advanced on: 

- How to improve the communication inside the Society? An alert reminder about 

national and international events on Seed Science on the website should be 

important, however it seems that all listed subscribers do not receive it. 

- How to continue the excellent job of Fiona Hay in editing the ISSS Newsletter?  

The representatives should be more active. It would be important that a young 

scientist accepts such a role, and the executive committee must think how to repay 

for such a work. 

- How to be able to constitute an ISSS annuaire informing on the professional 

address, mails, and key-words informing on the research topics of each members?  

 

The last triennial was marked by the loss of two distinguished specialists in seed 

biology: Patricia Berjak who passed away in January 2015 and Eric Roberts who died 

on August 2016. They both will be greatly missed by all the seed biologists. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Henk Hilhorst our President Elect, Peter Toorop, our 

Secretary, Steven Penfield, our Treasurer, our executive committee and our 

representatives for their involvement. I offer Henk my best wishes for his future 

Presidency. 

 
It is important to promote Seed Science, so “Join Up, Join In, and Take Part In Our 
Society”!!  
 
 
 
Françoise Corbineau 
President of ISSS 
 

  
 


