
 

 

 

ISSS Secretary’s report 

There are currently 164 members from 29 countries, which is similar to last year (156). Membership 

numbers had fallen to just over 100 when I took over as secretary in April this year. This was largely 

due to the online payment system not working, which had prevented people from joining/renewing. 

In addition, automated renewal reminders had not been sent for at least a year. Following migration 

to a new online payment system at the end of June, around 60 members have joined/renewed and 

the system is working well. There are still a number of lapsed members who may not have received 

the automated renewal reminder sent when the payment system was activated because their 

membership expired more than a year ago. Emails have been sent to 225 people whose membership 

has expired in the last 3 years inviting them to re-join. 

 

Membership numbers since 2001. Red points indicate years with an ISSS triennial conference. 

 

The Seed Ecology and Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination workshops this year 

have prompted many of the new memberships/renewals. Previously, membership numbers are 

typically higher in years with a triennial conference, although this was not the case in 2017, and the 

increase was very small in 2014. Therefore, we cannot expect to see an increase in members with 

the meeting in Brighton next year without continued effort to grow the membership.  

Leaflets have been produced to advertise the ISSS, and these have been distributed at both the Seed 

Ecology and Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination workshops this year. The files 

have been shared with the regional representatives, so that they can print and distribute at events 

within their regions. 



The intseedscisoc@gmail.com, although still monitored is no longer listed on the website as a 

contact email and receives few emails. Instead my email address (l.colville@kew.org) as advertised 

on the ISSS website should be used to contact me with queries regarding membership or to request 

updates to the website etc. 

The official twitter account @IntlSeedSciSoc is being used to communicate with members, with a 

feed on the ISSS homepage. Members are encouraged to send information that they wish to be 

retweeted to members.   

 

Louise Colville 

Secretary, International Society for Seed Science 

19th August 2019  
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