
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the International Society for Seed Science 

held in Mata de Sâo Joao (Bahia), Brazil, on April 15th, at 18h30 

 
The meeting was chaired by the President, Professor P. Berjak and was attended by some 40 members, 

including B. Finch-Savage (President-Elect), several other members of the Executive Committee (F. 

Corbineau, R. Benech-Arnold, D. Rodriguez) and some representatives (A. Powell, R. de Castro, N. 

Pammenter, E. Sliwinska, S.-Q. Song). Apologies were received from J. Dickie, and F. Corbineau was 

acting as Secretary. 

 

1 - The President presented the Agenda which was adopted. 

2 - The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting (21th June, 2010, Salt Lake City, Utah) published 

in ISSS Newsletter no.18 were adopted. 

3 - The President gave her report which is appended to these Minutes, and it was adopted. Pat Berjak, 

in particular, thanks Bill Finch-Savage for his support over the past 3 years and Fiona Hay for her 

excellent job in editing the ISSS Newsletter. 

4 - The secretary’s Report and Treasurer’s Report (appended) were presented by the President and 

adopted. It was pointed out that the number of members of ISSS had stabilized at 240-250 from 2009. 

5 - Henk Hilhorst presented the SSR Editor’s Report (appended). As the ISSS Journal is a speciality 

journal, the Impact Factor (IF) will never be very high impact, but the Journal is well cited, the IF 

being 1.608. Since March 2009, the acceptance rate has been around 10%. Henk Hilhorst asked the 

members to consider publishing good work in our Journal whenever possible. 

6 - Meetings: 

There was concern that workshops held in 2010 were too close to the Brazil conference and this may 

have discouraged members from attending the latter. This problem was discussed and a resolution to 

hold the ISSS conference once every 3-4 years with the “Seed Ecology workshop” and the “Workshop 

on the Molecular Aspects of Germination and Dormancy” to be held midway between conferences 

was adopted. Dates for the next meetings would be fixed adopting this rule. 

The next triennial ISSS Conference on Seed Biology will be held in China. A video presentation on 

the advantages of the location (Chansha) was given by the Chinese team. 

7 - Future meetings: 

- The 4
th
 Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Germination and Dormancy will be held in Paris 

(France) in July 2013, organized by C. Bailly 

- The Next Conference (11
th
 ISSS Conference) on Seed Biology will be organized by Prof. S.-

Q. Song, in Chansha (China) in September 13-17, 2014 

- The 4
th
 Seed Ecology Workshop will be held in China in 2013, but the date was then not 

known. Subsequently this has been agreed as June 2013. 

- The 6
th
 International Workshop on Desiccation Sensitivity and Tolerance in Seeds and 

Vegetative Plant Tissues will be organized by P. Berjak, N. Pammenter and J. Farrant, in 

Cradle of Humankind (South Africa) January 8-13, 2012 

8 - Various points of discussion: 

- Parallel sessions: A discussion started on the use of parallel sessions at the conference and the 

difficulties for members to attend all the talks they would like to. This issue should be 

addressed again during the organization of the next conference. 

- Students’ meeting: Everybody agreed that this session is important, but it has to be prepared in 

advance, be placed near the start of the meeting and followed by a social function to 

encourage interaction. The students’ meeting may include some discussion on the potential for  

jobs in  seed companies, post-Doctoral grants, exchange, co-tutelle theses, etc. 

9 - Memberships: The President requested that all members renew their memberships on time and that 

the society should try to retain new members who joined for the conference.  Some members 

underlined the importance of receiving notification – i.e. “a reminder”, about the need to renew their 

membership. 

10 - ISSS objectives: The Executive Committee will ask the members for opinions on the future 

directions the ISSS should take. 

11 - The President introduced Bill Finch-Savage as new President of the Society, and Françoise 

Corbineau as President Elect. 



The President then closed the meeting  


