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As members will by now be aware, along with the President and Treasurer, most of the 
Secretary’s efforts on behalf of the Society this year have been associated with the long awaited 
redevelopment of its website. It has been created in ‘Wordpress’ by an external website 
designer, Rowan Richardson. As members will also be aware, the new site is now live, though 
for everyone’s convenience, its old url has been kept. Not least among the new site’s features is 
online membership management, with automated renewal reminders and online self-updating of 
members’ details. Members are issued with a username and password, which will allow them to 
amend their membership details online, and give them access to ‘members only’ pages and 
areas on the site. The latter is intended to allow the Society to conduct some of its business 
online, such as meeting minutes, etc, without allowing the whole world to see them. The new 
format makes the old pdf newsletter redundant, though an archive of all the issues 
(downloadable) will be maintained on the site. News items can be submitted by members at any 
time, to the Newsletter Editor for now, who will no longer solicit material at 6-monthly intervals. 
Members are able to subscribe to email alerts for new news items on the website.  
 
The number of ISSS members stands at 197 (November, 2012), which represents a significant 
fall, when compared to the observation in previous annual reports that overall membership 
appeared to be fairly stable, around 240-260. Indeed, in April 2010 it stood at 251, before the 
AGM and the triennial conference in Brazil. In fact, as expected, membership finally rose to 322 
in 2011. That is consistent with the previously observed membership ‘spike’ associated with the 
triennial conference, as a result of attendees joining in order to benefit from reduced registration 
fees; although the 2011 ‘spike’ was not quite so large as that around the Olzstyn meeting in 
2008 (278 members). It remains a major challenge for the Society to retain more of such 
‘ephemeral’ members; and this may be compounded by the an apparent fall in underlying 
membership numbers, possibly as a result of continuing poor global economic conditions and 
the imposition of austerity measures by governments. The Society must continue to look at what 
members receive for their subscription; and it is hoped that the improved website and the 
opportunities for more dynamic communication among members contributes to improving the 
‘offer’. Total numbers of members vs. year are shown in the table below. 
 

Year Membership (no.) Event 

2001 159  

2002 219 ISSS Salamanca 

2003 193  

2004 204 Seed Ecol 1 (Rhodes) 

2005 274 ISSS Brisbane 

2006 243  

2007 269 Seed Ecol 2 (Perth) 

2008 383   ISSS Olzstyn 

2009 255  

2010 251 Seed Ecol 3 (Utah) 

2011 322 ISSS Bahia, Brazil 

2012 197  
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