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It is now almost 5 years that I am the Editor-in-Chief of Seed 
Science Research. After a considerable period of struggling by 
the Editorial Board to attract sufficient numbers of acceptable 
manuscripts, the tide now seems to be turning. Number of 
accepted manuscripts is clearly on the up. However, as we can 
observe in other journals publishing plant science, such a trend 
may be suddenly reversed again.    
 

In order to attract more submissions the Editorial Board has recently reached consensus 
about updating the scope of the journal and its publication criteria, as summarized 
below. A full version is available through the journal’s website. 
 
Scope of the Journal 
Seed Science Research, the official journal of the International Society for Seed 
Science, is an international journal that publishes original papers, as well as reviews and 
opinion papers, dealing primarily with the fundamentals of seed research with emphasis 
on the physiology, morphology, biochemistry, molecular biology and ecology of seed 
development, dormancy and germination. The importance of seeds to propagation, food, 
biofuel and biodiversity cannot be underestimated and therefore submissions on seed 
genetics, seed biotechnology, seed treatment and seedling establishment are especially 
encouraged if they are novel and ‘seed driven’. 
 
Publication Criteria 
The submitted manuscript presents the results of primary scientific research. Seed 
Science Research welcomes all submissions that will contribute to the base of scientific 
knowledge pertaining to seeds in the widest sense. Seed Science Research editorial 
criteria focus on the technical aspects of a study rather than more subjective evaluations 
such as 'impact' or 'interest level'. Seed Science Research wishes to publish any report 
of scientific research that will make a valid contribution to the scientific discipline. 
 
SSR Electronic only 
As of 2014, the publisher of Seed Science Research, Cambridge University Press 
(CUP), will publish SSR on-line only. This means that SSR will no longer be printed as 
hard copy. This on-line only policy has certain advantages, including no more extra cost 
for colour figures and quicker publication of accepted manuscripts. 
 
The Editorial Board is very happy to be assured of excellent editorial back up and 
advertising by CUP staff.  
 
Impact Factor 
Seed Science Research has a 2012 Impact Factor of 1.931, and is positioned 66th out 
of 195 journals within the Plant Science subject category. The Impact Factor (IF) for 
Seed Science Research had been falling in recent years, but in 2012 has seen a 
significant increased back up to its previous position. For a more elaborate account of 
SSRs impact and citation, see attached annex. 



 
I would like to ask all ISSS members to advertise for and contribute to our journal as 
much as possible, particularly now with a broadened scope and acceptable Impact 
Factor. We are particularly interested in reviews, since they are generally well cited. 
Since SSR is a specialty journal it will never attain very high impact factors, but it has a 
solid reputation of publishing high quality papers that are well cited. For your information 
some statistics can be found in the Annex below. 
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ANNEX 
 
Excerpt from the Impact Factor Report: 
 
The 2012 Impact Factor values were released in June 2013. Seed Science Research 
has a 2012 Impact Factor of 1.931, which is, pleasingly, an 82% increase on the 2011 IF 
of 1.059. This is due to the journal receiving far more citations than the previous period, 
while publishing output remained relatively similar. Ranking in the Plant Sciences 
Category: 66st out of 195 (Q2). 
 
 
 

Table 1: Impact Factor Trend 

 
Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

IF 2.085 1.825 1.482 1.608 1.250 1.059 1.931 
Cites to recent articles 148 115 83 82 60 54 112 

Number of Recent articles 71 63 56 51 48 51 58 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-year Impact Factor Calculation: 
 
The 5-Year Impact Factor allows an additional three years of content to contribute to the 
Impact Factor and for titles such as Seed Science Research, where articles maintain 
good levels of citation for several years, this is a valuable metric. 



Cites in 2012 to items published in:    
2011 = 

54 Number of items 
published in: 

2011 = 31 

2010 = 58  2010 = 27 
2009 = 30  2009 = 24 
2008 = 40  2008 = 24 
2007 = 53  2007 

= 

27 
Sum: 235  Sum: 13

3  

 
 

 
 
Calculation:     Cites to recent items          235    =    1.767 

Number of recent items     133     
 
 
The self-citation rate was 8% in 2012. A self-citation rate of up to 20% is considered 
acceptable by Thomson Reuters and therefore the Seed Science Research self-citation 
rate (8%) is well within this threshold. 
 
 
 
 


