
SSR Editorial Report for AGM 2019 
 
Our journal keeps on doing quite well and seems to be performing better as the number 
of accepted manuscripts is on the increase. Therefore, it came as a shock that the 
Impact Factor for 2018 is 1.329, down from an IF for 2017 which was 2.03, and IF 2016 
which was 1.8 (up from 1.4 in 2015). This is very disappointing. The staff of the 
publisher, Cambridge University Press, is at it to find a possible cause from extensive 
bibliographical analysis. On the other hand, to help provide authors and readers with a 
richer, more nuanced understanding of journal performance, Impact Factors can now be 
promoted alongside other appropriate metrics such as Altmetrics, Eigenfactor scores, 
usage stats, etc. where available. This is in the spirit of the San Francisco Declaration on 
Research Assessment (DORA), which CUP is expecting to sign this year.  
        
A short survey of citations from SSR has made clear that articles in the Special Issues 
are particularly well cited. We have published a Special Issue on Seed Ecology in 2015 
which was guest-edited by Prof Carol Baskin, and one on Seed Dormancy in 2016, 
guest-edited by Leónie Bentsink. The September issue of 2018 was a SI associated with 
the ISSS Meeting at Monterey of 2017. Finally, we will make efforts to create another SI, 
on Seed Ecology, based on the Seed Ecology Meeting of this year for which Peter 
Poschlod will act as guest-editor. Any suggestions for future issues are welcome!  
 
I am currently working on the rejuvenation of the Editorial Board, which I hope will be 
implemented before the end of the year. 
 
I would like to ask all ISSS members to advertise for our journal as much as possible. 
We are particularly interested in reviews, since they are generally well cited. Since SSR 
is a specialty journal it will never attain very high impact factors, but it has a solid 
reputation of publishing high quality papers 
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