
ISSS General Meeting, Fort Collins, USA 

1 August 2018, 16.20 h – 17.10 h 

Present: 45 members 

Notes: 

1. President-elect noted the need for nominations for a UK-based General Secretary to the 

ISSS. Inputs please by 9 September 2018.  

2. Upcoming meetings -  

a. 6th Plant Dormancy Symposium 2018, 23-26 October 2018 in Kyoto Japan 

b. 6th Seed Ecology Workshop, 29 July -  2 Aug 2019, Germany, including pre-

conference workshop for young scientists and PhD students. 

c. 6th Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination, 22-25 

September 2019, Hoorn, the Netherlands. 

d. The triennial ISSS Conference will be held in September 2020 at the University of 

Sussex, Brighton, UK with visit to Kew and Wakehurst Place. Themes of the meeting 

are: 1: Seed memory – how environment influences traits during development; 2: 

Seed lifespan – the science of maximising survival; 3: Seeds and society - local 

innovation systems and species added-value; 4: Seed form and function – the 

morphology of success; 5: Seed germination and stress – niches and coping 

strategies; 6: Seed innovation systems for the 21st century – automation to 

zeitgeist. 

3. Seed Longevity Workshops -   

a. Thanks extended to all the organisers of this hugely enjoyable 2nd Seed Longevity 

Workshop. Chris Walters and her team did a great job.  

b. Bids are invited to stage the 3rd Seed Longevity Workshop. Members in Denmark 

have expressed an interest and would have some administrative support. Suggest 

holding it close to the experimental station of Aarhus University, at a site that could 

accommodate c. 250 participants. It would be possible to cover the whole seed 

value chain (processing, testing, etc.), and involve seed breeding companies. General 

arrangements (format, costs) to follow the Fort Collins Workshop model. The 1st and 

2nd Longevity Workshops were staged in Europe and the USA, respectively, and the 

possibility was raised of taking the 3rd Workshop to another continent. Bids are 

invited by March 2019, so that a decision can be made at the September 2019 

Dormancy Workshop.  

4. Regional representatives -    The original requirement for regional representatives was to 

promote ISSS within the region, e.g., when attending other congresses, and encourage new 

members to join. Historically, the Executive Committee have approached members to 

encourage taking on the role; however, members can also approach the Executive 

Committee and express their interest. Currently, there is a feeling that the regional 

representatives are not very active. Suggestions for the role from those present included:  

a. Recruit new members to the Society;  

b. Promote ISSS at national and regional meetings, not forgetting the seed trade 

associations (Europe, ASEAN, etc) that tend to have technical committees, and to 

report back to ISSS on such activity. 

5. Use of Society funds -  A number of suggestions were put forward by members: 

a. Sponsoring meetings – currently, the main means of disbursing funds; 

b. Graduate student research grants; 



c. Student awards for poster / oral presentations; 

d. Fellowships for young scientists to attend ISSS conferences / workshops – e.g., many 

enquired about availability of funds to come to the 2nd Longevity Workshop. These 

are a possible and flagged on the website, but perhaps need re-advertising; 

e. Improve accessibility of information on the website with some redesign and upgrade 

of content, e.g., providing summaries / conclusions of meetings. This latter point 

was discussed further in the context of the four topics discussed to the 2nd Longevity 

Workshop (led by Olivier Leprince/Julie Buitink, John Dickie, Fiona Hay and Hector 

Perez). Chris Walters noted that it is possible that these may be written up as a 

component of the special issue of SSR on the Workshop. Some thought that needing 

a password to access the (full) website was off-putting. Some thought that the 

website could be used more as a good way of posing questions for feedback; 

although others noted this had been tried rather unsuccessfully in the past.   

f. Is there a way to waive the costs of subscription to SSR? This has been explored in 

the past and was ‘a difficult conversation.’ 

6. AOB –  

a. Is it possible to have certificates issued for attendees? Absolutely yes for the 2nd 

Longevity Workshop (speak with the organiser).  

b. Access to the Website for members to check if they are up-to-date with registration 

fees. The President-elect will check this for members if they wish, and will facilitate 

access by providing usernames and passwords for those who have not accessed the 

website for a while. 

 

 

 

 

Notes by Hugh W. Pritchard (acting Secretary for this meeting) 


