
President’s Report 2012 
 
Time has passed very quickly since our last AGM held at our 10th triennial 
conference in Brazil. A key objective that I set myself when I became 
president at that meeting was to establish a new website for the society as a 
focus for the society going forwards. This has taken longer than I had hoped 
to come to fruition. Indeed one reason for the delay in holding the EAGM was 
because we aimed for this to be one of the first uses of the new website. The 
website was launched early in December 2012 and the society owes our 
secretary John Dickie a debt of gratitude for his hard work in driving the 
development of the website forward with the professional designer Rowan 
Richardson. A key aim was to include online membership with automated 
reminders and updating of membership details. We hope this innovation for 
the society will give our Treasurer Ken Thompson an easier time after 
carrying this burden for a number of years and pay back some of the effort 
John has invested in setting up the site. The site also has the potential for 
interaction between members and the EAGM is the first test of this. We can 
also now add news items as they arise so that the newsletter so ably run by 
Fiona Hay in recent times can blend into the developing website. It is early 
days, but we hope the website will now develop and grow in the next year or 
two. I apologise that some aspects of the society like the newsletter and other 
communications have been delayed for sometime awaiting the launch of the 
website, but hope this has been worthwhile. Finally on this topic I would like to 
say thank you to our former secretary Karen Koster who put together our 
previous website that served us well for a number of years. I now have a 
greater appreciation of how significant a task that was. 
 
Since our last conference in Bahia, Brazil there has been a great deal of work 
behind the scenes to put in place our next two workshops and the next 
conference, which I summarise below:  
 

 The 11th ISSS Seed Conference will be held in Changsha, China in 
September 2014. The Local Organising Committee has been set up by 
Professor Songquan Song with Professor Longping Yuan as the 
Chairman. A scientific committee with 9 members has also been 
established with Dr. Henk Hilhorst as the Chairman. 

 

 The 4th Workshop on the Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and 
Germination is to be held 9-12 July 2013 in Paris, France. The 
workshop is now taking shape and full details are available on the 
website for the meeting: http://www.congres.upmc.fr/paris-isss2013 

 

 The 4th Workshop on Seed Ecology “Seed Ecology IV” is to be held 22-
26 June 2013 in Shenyang, China and already has a developing 
programme that can be viewed on the workshop website: 
http://seed2013.csp.escience.cn/dct/page/1 

 
We anticipate a great deal of interest in all three meetings and encourage the 
membership to make plans to attend. The society has also sponsored seed 
science sessions in several other meetings: 

http://www.congres.upmc.fr/paris-isss2013
http://seed2013.csp.escience.cn/dct/page/1


 

 12th International Symposium on Pre-Harvest Sprouting in Cereals, 
July 24-27, Red Deer, Alberta, Canada 

 6th International Workshop on Desiccation tolerance and sensitivity of 
Seeds and Vegetative Plant Tissues, January 2012, Cradle of 
Humankind, South Africa. 

 6th ISHA International Symposium on Seed, Transplant and Stand 
Establishment of Horticultural Crops “SEST 2012”, July 1-5, 2012, 
Brazilia, Brazil. 

 29th Reunion Argentina de Fisiologia Vegetal, 18-20 September, 2012, 
Mar del Plata, Argentina 

 
We have also agreed to sponsor a seed session in the 5th International Plant 
Dormancy Symposium to be held 4-7 November 2013 in Auckland, New 
Zealand. 
 
Through involvement in all these meetings we continue to address the 
Society's aim to foster and promote research, education and communication 
in the scientific understanding of seed. In this same vein I represented ISSS 
at the XVII Congresso Brasileiro de Sementes, 15-18 August 2011 and made 
a presentation. The meeting was organised by ABRATES the Brazilian Seed 
Science Society and I thank them for covering my expenses to attend their 
meeting. The idea behind the visit was to build upon the link between our two 
societies and also the International Seed Testing Association that was 
initiated by Dr. Renato de Castro at our triennial conference in Brazil earlier in 
the year.  
 
I would also like to draw your attention to another new development and that 
was to produce a special issue in our journal Seed Science Research with a 
very informative selection of reviews by speakers at our last Conference in 
Brazil.  “SEED SCIENCE RESEARCH, VOLUME 22 – ISSUE S1 Tenth 
International Conference on Seed Science: ‘Seed science in the 21st 
century’. This edition was available free to all those who registered for the 
Brazil meeting. We had hoped to have it available as a free online version, but 
this was unfortunately not possible for the publishers. Henk Hilhorst was 
editor and I thank him on behalf of ISSS for all his work in putting it together. 
We would be interested in feedback to see if we should do this again for the 
next conference. 
 
Finally I would like to thank our President Elect Francoise Corbineau, our 
executive committee and our representatives for their continued support and 
involvement. Details and descriptions of the roles of all the societies officials 
are detailed on the website. 
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