
President’s Report 2014  
 
The last year since our AGM held at the Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Seed 
Dormancy and Germination has been a busy period. In particular we have put in 
place the 11th ISSS Seed Conference in Changsha, China. As I write this report, 
Henk Hilhorst as Scientific Committee Chairman, the local organisers and myself 
are completing the programme for the meeting. The programme contains an 
excellent selection of speakers from many countries on the main topics of 
current interest in seed science. The conference promises to be enjoyable and to 
maintain the high standard set by previous conferences. 
 
The venues for future workshops have also been finalised, committees 
established and programmes are developing: 

 The 1st Seed Longevity workshop will be held in Gatersleben, Germany. 
July 7-10, 2015 and the lead organiser is Andreas Borner 

 5th Workshop on Seed Ecology will be held in Brazil, 2016 and the lead 
organiser is Fernando Silveira. 

 5th Workshop on Molecular Aspects of Seed Dormancy and Germination 
will be held in Vancouver, Canada in 2016 and the lead organiser is 
Allison Kermode. 

 
We anticipate a great deal of interest in all three of these workshops and 
encourage the membership to make plans to attend. 
 
At the China Conference there will be a formal proposal for the venue of the 12th 
Seed Conference to be California, USA. The proposal will be made by Kent 
Bradford. 
 
The society also sponsored a seed science session at the 5th International Plant 
Dormancy Symposium, 4-7 November 2013 in Auckland, New Zealand. A 
number of our members were involved in the Scientific Committee for this 
meeting and made both Invited and Contributed presentations.  
 
The “new” website has now become established and has allowed our 
membership details and applications to be automated. This has not been a 
smooth process and some issues still remain. I thank John Dickie, Peter Toorop 
and Ken Thompson for their continuing work in this endeavor. Going forward, I 
think the website offers many opportunities for development and improvement 
in communication within the society.  
 
There have been several retirements and changes to executive officers. John 
Dickie retired as Secretary, Ken Thompson as Treasurer and Mike Holdsworth as 
nominated member. Peter Toorop, Steven Penfield and Chris West have taken up 
their positions respectively. These changes also maintain the proportion of UK 
representatives. The Society was constituted as a Charity registered in the UK 
and therefore is required to have a set number of UK representatives. I thank the 
retiring members for all their help and support for our society and welcome 
these new members to the executive. Francoise Corbineau is now putting the 

 



complete Executive Committee in place for the next triennium (begins after the 
10th Seed Science Conference). 
 
Recently I asked for nominations for the next President Elect from the executive 
and the wider membership. In total there were three nominations. Two 
nominees decided not to stand for election against the third Henk Hilhorst. I am 
therefore delighted to announce that Henk will assume the position of President 
Elect at the start of the next triennium. 
 
To date we have only one Honorary Life Member (Derek Bewley, 2011) and the 
rules of the society allow for a maximum of one such honour to be awarded each 
year. The executive committee has approved further Honorary Life Members in 
recognition of their services to the Society and to Seed Science. The awards will 
be presented at the 10th Conference in China. 
 
Finally I would like to thank the Executive Committee and Co-opted members 
(details on the website) for their support and contribution to running the society 
in the last three years. In particular I would like to thank Francoise Corbineau 
and offer her best wishes for her future Presidency. 
 
 
 
Bill Finch-Savage 
President ISSS 


