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The number of paying ISSS members currently stands at 230. This is a modest bounce up from 
previous years, which has been a trend for the past four main ISSS events (Salamanca, Brisbane, 
Olsztyn, Costa do Sauipe). Although many members have managed to subscribe, the new system is 
still not working flawlessly. Part of the malfunctioning is in the email notifications, including those 
that prompt members to renew their membership. There seems to be no logic to this 
malfunctioning, which may have contributed to the modest increase in 2014. Members will have 
noticed that I used my work email address in recent months to send updates on the Changsha 
meeting, to make sure that all members were reached.  
 
 Year  Membership (no.)  Event  
 2001  159  
 2002  219  ISSS Salamanca  
 2003  193  
 2004  204  Seed Ecol 1 (Rhodes)  
 2005  274  ISSS Brisbane  
 2006  243  
 2007  269  Seed Ecol 2 (Perth)  
 2008  383  ISSS Olzstyn  
 2009  255  
 2010  251  Seed Ecol 3 (Utah)  
 2011  322  ISSS Costa do Sauipe, Brazil  
 2012  197  
 2013 (to July)  218  Seed Ecol 4 (Shenyang) 
 2014 (to Sep)  230  ISSS Changsha, China 
 

 
 

 



The worrying trend in the members’ number is a decline in the past three years, as the graph 
indicates, despite the growing number of papers in seed biology. In this chart, red symbols represent 
years with the main ISSS events. It is uncertain what has caused this decline. Combating this trend 
should be a point of focus for the society in coming years. Despite the functionality of the website 
and although it is used for membership renewals and to disseminate news; only few members use 
other features of the website. Recently, Sheila Adimargono launched a new initiative by creating a 
facebook page. This may be a good way to reach out to the younger scientists to promote the 
society, supplementing the existing ISSS website with more informal news.  
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