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Plant Biologist with an Emphasis on Seed Biology 

Department of Plant and Soil Sciences 

University of Kentucky 

Lexington, Kentucky 

 
Position: Assistant Professor – Seed Biology  
 
Responsibilities: This is a full time (12-month) tenure track position with an initial appointment 
of 75% research and 25% teaching. 
 
Research: The successful candidate will develop a nationally recognized research program with 
strong publication and extramural funding records and a commitment to graduate and 
undergraduate student training.  

We envision the appointee as a plant biologist with a primary interest in basic research on seed 
development, germination, dormancy or related areas. Evidence of innovative and 
multidisciplinary research (including, but not necessarily restricted to, systems level and 
evolutionary approaches) will be viewed positively. Opportunities exist for collaboration with a 
broad range of basic and applied plant scientists in the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences, 
College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, and University of Kentucky; accordingly, an 
ability to work at many different levels of plant biology is desirable.  
 
Teaching: The incumbent will develop a strong teaching program. Opportunities at the 
graduate level include PLS 657 Seed Biology, PLS 556 Seed Production and Technology, and PLS 
622 Plant Physiology. At the undergraduate level, opportunities exist in the Agricultural 
Biotechnology program both within the major’s requirements and in the possibility of 
developing a new course that could serve multiple curricula within the College. We would 
anticipate that the appointee would also be involved as a permanent faculty advisor for the ABT 
program, and would mentor these and other students during their independent research 
projects. Teaching within the UK Core may be assigned. 
 
Service: The incumbent will participate in service activities at the departmental, college, and/or 

university levels.  S/he will also pursue professional development activities in professional 

societies. 
  
Qualifications: A Ph.D. degree in Plant Science or a related discipline is required and 
postdoctoral experience is highly desired. Teaching experience is valued. A record of research 
publications and grantsmanship will be evaluated.  
 



Rank and Salary: The position will be filled at the Assistant Professor level. Salary, fringe 
benefits, and initial operating support are competitive with other leading land-grant 
universities. 
 
Application Procedures:  Applications will be accepted until August 31, 2015, or until a suitable 
applicant is selected.  The position is available July 1, 2016.  To apply for this position, a UK 
Online Application must be submitted at https://ukjobs.uky.edu. Click “Search Jobs” on the 
menu at the left, enter the requisition number FE00227 in the appropriate box and click the 
Search button. The application should include: 1) a cover letter, 2) a curriculum vitae including 
the names and contact information of three references, 3) university transcripts (scanned or 
electronic copies are acceptable for application review), 4) a 1 to 2 page description of your 
research interests including potential funding sources and starting with the prompt “If I could 
investigate any research question in the next five years I would focus on…”, and 5) a 1 page 
statement of your teaching interests, including a description of the steps you have taken to 
develop/improve your teaching. If you have any questions concerning how to apply, contact 
HR/Employment, phone 859.257.9555 press 2, or email ukjobs@email.uky.edu.  Questions 
about the position can be directed to: Dr. Todd Pfeiffer (Chair), Department of Plant and Soil 
Sciences, 105 Plant Science Building, Lexington, KY 40546-0312 (tpfeiffe@uky.edu) telephone 
859.218.0709. 
 
The University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an equal 
opportunity organization and welcomes applications from women and minorities. 
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